19 In the second place, we should be the more urged and incited to pray because God has also added a promise, and declared that it shall
surely be done to us as we pray, as He says Ps. 50:15: Call upon Me in the day of trouble: I will deliver thee. And Christ in the Gospel of St.
Matthew 7:7: Ask, and it shall be given you. For every one that asketh receiveth. 20 Such promises ought certainly to encourage and kindle
our hearts to pray with pleasure and delight, since He testifies with His [own] word that our prayer is heartily pleasing to Him, moreover,
that it shall assuredly be heard and granted, in order that we may not despise it or think lightly of it, and pray at a venture.

21 This you can hold up to Him and say: Here I come, dear Father, and pray, not of my own purpose nor upon my own worthiness, but at
Thy commandment and promise, which cannot fail or deceive me. Whoever, therefore, does not believe this promise must know again that he
excites God to anger as a person who most highly dishonors Him and reproaches Him with falsehood.

22 Besides this, we should be incited and drawn to praver because in addition to this commandment and promise God anticipates us, and
Himself arranges the words and form of prayer for us, and places them upon our lips as to how and what we should pray, that we may see
how heartily He pities us in our distress, and may never doubt that such prayer is pleasing to Him and shall certainly be answered; which
[the Lord’s Prayer] is a great advantage indeed over all other pravers that we might compose ourselves. 23 For in them the conscience would
ever be in doubt and say: I have prayed, but who knows how it pleases Him, or whether I have hit upon the right preportions and form?
Hence there is no nobler prayer to be found upon earth than the Lord’s Prayer which we daily pray, because it has this excellent testimony,
that God loves to hear it, which we ought not to surrender for all the riches of the world.

Congregation at Prayer
Week of January 26, 2025

INVOCATION |
In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of Heaven and Earth

And 1n Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.

The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life + everlasting. Amen.

VERSE OF THE WEEK

“In the Beginning , God created the heavens and the earth. The earth was without form and void and darkness was over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of
God was hovering over the face of the waters.” Genesis 1:1,2

Small Catechism 2" Petition of the Lord's Prayer

What is the Second Petition?
Thy kingdom come.

What does this mean?
The kingdom of God certainly comes by itself without our prayer, but we pray in this petition that it may come to us also.

How does God’s kingdom come?
God’s kingdom comes when our heavenly Father gives us His Holy Spirit, so that by His grace we believe His holy Word and lead godly lives here
in time and there in eternity.

Sunday Matthew 8:1-13

Monday Matthew 6:7-13

Tuesday Psalm 19:14 — Prayer 1s an Act of Worship
Wednesday 1 Timothy 2:1-2 and Matthew 5:44
Thursday Jonah 1:1-17

Friday Romans 8:18-23



