God, as being unwilling to take anything from Him, but wishing only to give Him something.

26 But where there is to be a true prayer, there must be earnestness. Men must feel their distress, and such distress as presses them and compels them
to call and cry out; then prayer will be made spontaneously, as it ought to be, and men will require no teaching how to prepare for it and to attain to
the proper devotion. 27 But the distress which ought to concern us most, both as regards ourselves and every one, you will find abundantly set forth
in the Lord’s Prayer. Therefore it is to serve also to remind us of the same, that we contemplate it and lay it to heart, lest we become remiss in prayer.
For we all have enough that we lack, but the great want is that we do not feel nor see it. Therefore God also requires that you lament and plead such
necessities and wants, not because He does not know them, but that you may kindle your heart to stronger and greater desires, and make wide and
open your cloak to receive much.

28 Therefore, every one of us should accustom himself from his youth daily to pray for all his wants, whenever he is sensible of anything affecting
his interests or that of other people among whom he may live, as for preachers, the government, neighbors, domestics, and always (as we have said)
to hold up to God His commandment and promise, knowing that He will not have them disregarded. 29 This I say because I would like to see these
things brought home again to the people that they might learn to pray truly, and not go about coldly and indifferently, whereby they become daily
more unfit for prayer; which is just what the devil desires, and for what he works with all his powers. For he is well aware what damage and harm it
does him when prayer is in proper practise.

30 For this we must know, that all our shelter and protection rest in prayer alone. For we are far too feeble to cope with the devil and all his power
and adherents that set themselves against us, and they might easily crush us under their feet. Therefore we must consider and take up those weapons
with which 31 Christians must be armed in order to stand against the devil.

Congregation at Prayer
Week of February 02, 2025

INVOCATION
In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of Heaven and Earth

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.

The third day He rose again from the dead.

He ascended mnto heaven

and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy Christian Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life + everlasting. Amen.

VERSE OF THE WEEK

“For this 1s the will of My Father, that everyone who looks on the Son and believes in Him should have eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last
day.” John 6:40

Small Catechism The Third Petition of the Lord s Prayer
What is the Third Petition of the Lord’s Prayer
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

What does this mean?

The good and gracious will of God is done even without our
prayer, but we pray in this petition that it may be done among us
also.

How is God’s will done?
God’s will 1s done when He breaks and hinders every evil plan
and purpose of the devil, the world, and our sinful nature, which
do not want us to hallow God’s name or let His kingdom come;
and when He strengthens and keeps us firm in His Word and
faith until we die. This is His good and gracious will.

Sunday Matthew 8:23-27




