193 Next comes the world, which offends us in word and deed, and impels us to anger, and impatience. In short, there is nothing but hatred and envy,
enmity, violence and wrong, unfaithfulness, vengeance, cursing, raillery, slander, pride and haughtiness, with superfluous finery, honor, fame, and
power, where no one is willing to be the least, but every one desires to sit at the head and to be seen before all. " Then comes the devil, inciting and
provoking in all directions, but especially agitating matters that concern the conscience and spiritual affairs, namely, to induce us to despise and
disregard both the Word and works of God, to tear us away from faith, hope, and love, and bring us into misbelief, false security, and obduracy, or, on
the other hand, to despair, denial of God, blasphemy, and innumerable other shocking things. These are indeed snares and nets, yea, real fiery darts
which are shot most venomously into the heart, not by flesh and blood, but by the devil. "> Great and grievous, indeed, are these dangers and
temptations which every Christian must bear, even though each one were alone by himself, so that every hour that we are in this vile life where we
are attacked on all sides, chased and hunted down, we are moved to cry out and to pray that God would not suffer us to become weary and famnt and
to relapse into sin, shame, and unbelief. For otherwise it 1s impossible to overcome even the least temptation. "% This, then, is leading us not mnto
temptation, to wit, when He gives us power and strength to resist, the temptation, however, not being taken away or removed. For while we live 1n
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the flesh and have the devil about us, no one can escape temptation and allurements; and it cannot be otherwise than that we must endure trials, yea,
be engulfed in them; but we pray for this, that we may not fall and be drowned in them. To feel temptation is therefore a far different thing from
consenting or yielding to it. We must all feel it, although not all in the same manner, but some in a greater degree and more severely than others; as,
the young suffer especially from the flesh, afterwards, they that attam to middle life and old age, from the world, but others who are occupied with
spiritual matters, that is, strong Christians, from the devil. "% But such feeling, as long as it is against our will and we would rather be rid of it, can

harm no one. For if we did not feel it, it could not be called a temptation. But to consent thereto is when we give it the reins and do not resist or pray
against i,

Congregation at Prayer
Week of February 23, 2025

INVOCATION
In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of Heaven and Earth

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirtt,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended mto hell.

The third day He rose again from the dead.

He ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy Christian Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the hife + everlasting. Amen.

VERSE OF THE WEEK
“Ask and it will be given to you, see, and you will find, knock and it will be opened to you. For everyone who asks receives, and the one who seeks
finds, and to the one who knocks it will be opened.” Matthew 7:7-3

Small Catechism The Sixth Petition of the Lord’s Prayer
What is the sixth petition of the Lord s Prayer?

And lead us not into temptation.

What does this mean?

God tempts no one. We pray in this petition that God would guard and keep us so that the devil, the world, and our sinful nature may

not deceive us or mislead us into false belief, despair, and other great shame and vice. Although we are attacked by these things, we pray that
we may finally overcome them and win the victory.



