earth. For since the devil is not only a liar, but also a murderer, he constantly seeks our life, and wreaks his anger whenever he can afilict our bodies
with misfortune and harm. Hence it comes that he often breaks men’s necks or drives them to insanity, drowns some, and incites many to commit
suicide, and to many other terrible calamities. " Therefore there is nothing for us to do upon earth but to pray agamnst this arch-enemy without
ceasing. For unless God preserved us, we would not be safe from him even for an hour. "' Hence you see again how God wishes us to pray to Him

also for all the things which affect our bodily interests, so that we seek and expect help nowhere else except in Him.  But this matter He has put

last; for if we are to be preserved and delivered from all evil, the name of God must first be hallowed 1n us, His kingdom must be with us, and His
will be done. After that He will finally preserve us from sin and shame, and, besides, from everything that may hurt or injure us. ~ Thus God has
briefly placed before us all the distress which may ever come upon us, so that we might have no excuse whatever for not praying. But all depends
upon this, that we learn also to say Amen, that is, that we do not doubt that our prayer is surely heard, and [what we pray] shall be done. For this is
nothing else than the word of undoubting faith, which does not pray at a venture, but knows that God does not hie to him, since He has promised to
grant it.  Therefore, where there is no such faith, there cannot be true prayer either.

! It is, therefore, a pernicious delusion of those who pray in such a manner that they dare not from the heart say yea and positively conclude that

God hears them, but remain in doubt and say, How should I be so bold as to boast that God hears my prayer? For I am but a poor smner, etc.

' The reason for this is, they regard not the promise of God, but their own work and worthiness, whereby they despise God and reproach Him with
lying, and therefore they receive nothing. " As St. James 1:6 says: But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering; for he that wavereth is like a wave of

the sea, driven with the wind and tossed. For let not that man think that he shall receive anything of the Lord. ' Behold, such importance God
attaches to the fact that we are sure we do not pray in vain, and that we do not in any way despise our prayer.

Congregation at Prayer
Week of March 02, 2025

INVOCATION
In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of Heaven and Earth

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended mnto hell.

The third day He rose again from the dead.

He ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe 1n the Holy Spirit,

the holy Christian Church,

the communion of saints.

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life + everlasting. Amen.

VERSE OF THE WEEK
“And when you pray, you must not be like the hypocrites. For they love to stand and pray in the synagogues and at the street corners, that they may
be seen by others. Truly, I say to you, they have received their reward.” Matthew 6:5

Small Catechism The Seventh Petition and Conclusion

But deliver us from evil.

What does this mean?
We pray in this petition, in summary, that our Father in heaven would rescue us from every evil of body and soul, possessions and reputation, and
finally, when our last hour comes, give us a blessed end, and graciously take us from this valley of sorrow to Himself in heaven.

Sunday Luke 18:

Monday  Daniel 3
Tuesday  Daniel 6
Wednesday Psalm 99
Thursday Genesis 3:1-21




