° In these words you must note, in the first place, that here stand God’s commandment and institution, lest we doubt that Baptism is divine, not
devised nor invented by men. For as truly as I can say, No man has spun the Ten Commandments, the Creed, and the Lord’s Prayer out of his head,

but they are revealed and given by God Himself, so also I can boast that Baptism is no human trifle, but instituted by God Himself, moreover, that it
is most solemnly and strictly commanded that we must be baptized or we cannot be saved, lest any one regard it as a trifling matter, like putting on a

new red coat. ' For it is of the greatest importance that we esteem Baptism - excellent, glorious, and exalted, for which we contend and fight chiefly,
because the world is now so full of sects clamoring that Baptism is an external thing, and that external things are of no benefit. But let it be ever so
much an external thing, here stand God’s Word and command which institute, establish, and confirm Baptism. But what God institutes and

commands cannot be a vain, but must be a most precious thing, though in appearance it were of less value than a straw. ~ If hitherto people could

consider it a great thing when the Pope with his letters and bulls dispensed indulgences and confirmed altars and churches, solely because of the
letters and seals, we ought to esteem Baptism much more highly and more precious, because God has commanded it, and, besides, it is performed in
His name. For these are the words, Go ye, baptize; however, not in your name, but in the name of God.

** For to be baptized in the name of God is to be baptized not by men, but by God Himself. Therefore, although it is performed by human hands, it is
nevertheless truly God’s own work. From this fact every one may himself readily infer that it is a far higher work than any work performed by a man
or a saint. For what work greater than the work of God can we do?

" But here the devil is busy to delude us with false appearances, and lead us away from the work of God to our own works. For there is a much more
splendid appearance when a Carthusian does many great and difficult works; and we all think much more of that which we do and merit ourselves.

Congregation at Prayer
Week of March 16, 2025
INVOCATION

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of Heaven and Earth

And 1n Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.

The third day He rose again from the dead.

He ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy Christian Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life + everlasting. Amen.

VERSE OF THE WEEK
“And Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive

the gift of the Holy Spirit. For the promise is for you and for your children and for all who are far off, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to
himself.” Acts 2:38-39

Small Catechism Baptism Part One — The nature of Baptism

What is Baptism? Baptism is not simple water only, but it is the water comprehended in God’s command and connected with God’s Word.

Which is that word of God? Christ, our Lord, says in the last chapter of Matthew: Go ye into all the world and teach all nations, baptizing them in
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.

Sunday Matthew 15:21-28

Monday Matthew 3:13-17
Tuesday  Acts 2:38-41; 16:25-33
Wednesday Luke 1: 13-17, 39-45
Thursday Exodus 8:16-24

Friday Ephesians 5:1-9
Saturday Luke 11:14-28

PSALM 136:1-16




