April 2025
We continue from where we left off with last month's newsletter. We will continue to study the topic of

clection as we move through the year. May God bless your study and may you rejoice in the grace of
our Lord Jesus Christ.

6. That He also will protect them in their great weakness against the devil, the world, and the flesh,

and rule and lead them in His ways, raise them again [place His hand beneath them], when they
stumble, comfort them under the cross and in temptation, and preserve them [for life eternal].

* 7. That He will also strengthen, increase, and support to the end the good work which He has begun
in them, if they adhere to God’s Word, pray diligently, abide in God’s goodness [grace], and faithfully
use the gifts recetved.

* 8. That finally He will eternally save and glorify in life eternal those whom He has elected, called,
and justified.

* And [indeed] in this His counsel, purpose, and ordination God has prepared salvation not only in
general, but has in grace considered and chosen to salvation each and every person of the elect who are
to be saved through Christ, also ordained that in the way just mentioned He will, by His grace, gifts,
and efficacy, bring them thereto [make them participants of eternal salvation], aid, promote, strengthen,
and preserve them.

** All this, according to the Scriptures, is comprised in the doctrine concerning the eternal election of
(God to adoption and eternal salvation, and is to be understood by it, and never excluded nor omitted,
when we speak of God’s purpose, predestination, election, and ordination to salvation. And when our
thoughts concerning this article are thus formed according to the Scriptures, we can by God’s grace
simply [and correctly] adapt ourselves to it [and advantageously treat of it].

* This also belongs to the further explanation and salutary use of the doctrine concerning God’s
foreknowledge [predestination] to salvation: Since only the elect, whose names are written in the book
of life, are saved, how, we can know, whence and whereby we can perceive who are the elect that can

and should receive this doctrine for comfort. *° And of this we should not judge according to our
reason, nor according to the Law or from any external appearance. Neither should we attempt to
investigate the secret, concealed abyss of divine predestination, but should give heed to the revealed

will of God. For He has made known unto us the mystery of His will, and made it manifest through
Christ that it might be preached, Eph. 1:9ff ; 2 Tim. 1:9f.

- This, however, is revealed to us in the manner as Paul says, Rom. 8:29f : Whom God predestinated,
elected, and foreordained, He also called. Now, God does not call without means, but through the
Word, as He has commanded repentance and remission of sins to be preached in His name, Luke 24:47.
St. Paul also testifies to like effect when he writes: We are ambassadors for Christ, as though God did
beseech you by us; we pray you in Christ’s stead, Be ye reconciled to God. 2 Cor. 5:20. And the guests
whom the King will have at the wedding of His Son He calls through His ministers sent forth, Matt.

2221t , some at the first and some at the second, third, sixth, ninth, and even at the eleventh hour, Matt.
20:31t1.




