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call and you graciously recerved me as the vacancy pastor, this congregation by and large, had no issue moving
forward. Many congregations suffered under the weight of the pandemic in ways that created separation from

neglecting to meet together as you should.

While it should always be the goal of a congregation to have a full time pastor, I rejoice that after my call in
July of 2022 as a worker priest you were supportive and understanding that my time with you would be limited
so that the congregation could have a pastor even though you were not in a good place financially. I am grateful
that I could support my family as the scriptures call out. I also am grateful that during this time the
congregation pulled together so that we could change the carpet in the sanctuary. God blessed this congregation

all this, we can rejoice.

Yet it is not just th'e'big projects. But look around you. Most of you contribute by taking care of recycling, altar

guild, plumbing and heating, electrical work, mowing the lawn, sprayin g the weeds, taking care of the “back
407, burning the pile, watering flowers, gathering food and money for the poor, making projects for gifts,
sending cards, handing out fun trinkets and candy to kids, greeting people at the door, making food for Bible
Studies, providing cakes for special occasions, providing flowers for the altar, installing new ribbons in the
hymnals, cleaning the church, painting, giving words of encouragement to others, and helping to keep track of

God has blessed this congregation financially with a gift from Irene Miller in total amount of roughly 1.7

million dollars. And this congregation has been able to lend support to various organizations as we tithe God’s
gift to us. That tithe bought beds, picnic tables, supported a church in need, and now has provided $5000 each
for the 4 new called pastors to SWD this year. Some members have transferred over the last 4 years, and yes,
we do need to look at our membership rolls again. While there were S funerals in the last 4 years, we have
received into membership 7 people (not counting my family of 9) with 2 more in the near future. While
saddened that no one attended the funerals officiated by the church from this congregation and that our numbers
at Bible Study are so low, I am grateful that God continues to so graciously bless this congregation. Maybe that
too, though, is a call to examine one’s faith and what it means to he the body of Christ in this place.



